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MINUTES of a Meeting of Tatsfield Parish Council held on the 8th July 2019 in the Meeting 
Room, Aileen McHugo Building, Westmore Green, Tatsfield commencing at 8.00 p.m. 

Present:  Mrs Kim Jennings (in the chair) 
             Ms Alex Davies Mr Jason Syrett Mr Ashley Clifton Mr David Pinchin Mr Ian Hayman  
                              Mr Stephen Mittins 
                              
     
In Attendance: Samantha Head (Clerk) 
                              Steven Dellaway (TDC Community Officer) 

    
And 7 parishioners.  
 
The meeting commenced at 8.03 pm  

  

1. APOLOGIES 

1977/0719 Cllr Martin Allen and Cllr Becky Rush had sent their apologies.  Theses were received and accepted by members. 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (relating to items on the agenda) 

1978/0719 Jason Syrett declared an interest in item 11b – Tatsfield Green, Boundary Dispute.  This item was discussed 
under Part 2 and Jason Syrett left the meeting room prior to the Part 2 meeting commencing and did not therefore take part 
in the discussion or agreement for this item. 

3.  Approve and sign the MINUTES of the meeting held on 10th June 2019 

1979/0719 It was resolved that the minutes reflected a true and accurate record of the meeting held on 10th June 2019.  They 
were duly signed by the Chair. 

4.    Receive and Accept the Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group meeting held on 15th May 2019 

1980/0719 It was resolved to receive and accept the minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group meeting held on 
15th May 2019. 

5.    Public Participation 

       - For information: a parishioner had noted an increase in the number of small aircraft overflying the village.  On this day, 
in particular, he had reported 4 (all seemingly following the same track).  One plane did an engine stall over the school.  The 
parishioner made three attempts to call the reporting hotline and was successful in leaving a message on the third attempt.  
Another parishioner advised that the best way of making a complaint was to go through the website. 

 

6.    Officer’s report on actions outstanding since the previous meeting 

i) The Clerk confirmed that she had completed the Biffa Waste Transfer annual renewals for the general 
refuse and recycling.   

ii) The Clerk noted that a new road sign for Church Hill had been installed at the junction of Ship Hill, Old 
Lane, Rag Hill Road, Church Hill.  The Clerk had also requested that a directional sign for St Mary’s Church 
be added underneath and this had been done.  Revd Vince Short had contacted the Clerk to thank her for 
organising this. 

iii) The Clerk has asked BT to combine the PC mobile and telephone/ broadband accounts so that billing is 
more streamlined. 

iv) Scanning of the final batch of files from the PC office is now complete.  The digital copies have been 
received and the originals have been shredded. 

v) Revd Vince Short will be on sabbatical from 1st September until end of November so Revd Wendy Harvey 
will be officiating at the Remembrance Service on Saturday 9th November. 

vi) The clerk confirmed that the PC’s AGAR was submitted to the eternal auditor ahead of the deadline. 
vii) The Clerk was notified by Niall Kells that one of the glass covers for the call points on the fire alarm system 

had fractured.  The Clerk had ordered replacement slides from Euro Fire Protection which were due to 
arrive the next day. 
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7.   PLANNING:  

 
(a) Planning Team for July: Jason Syrett and Alex Davies 

 
1981/0719 It was resolved that the planning team for July would be Jason Syrett and Alex Davies. 
 
(b) To determine the Parish Council’s position on Appendix A: 

 
TA/2019/1011 The White House, Westmore Green, Tatsfield TN16 2JS 
Two-bed detached dwelling with parking and amenity space involving demolition of existing building. 
 
This application relates to the barn building to the rear of the property between Barn Cottage and The White House off 
Westmore Green.  The building is outside the defined village and in the green belt. 
 
Planning history for this property: 
The house has a planning history dating back to 2001, but the relevant applications are from 2015 and 2017. 
2015/1709 was granted permission and allowed for the barn at the rear of the property to be converted to a single storey 
stand-alone dwelling with a partial first floor within the roof.  Tatsfield Parish Council, at the time, did not object but asked 
for further permitted development rights to be withdrawn if permission was granted.  This consent is extant and expires 
in August 2019. 
2017/1662 proposed a new property in place of the barn with a significant footprint increase and volumetric increase.  
Tatsfield Parish Council objected.  The scheme was refused and the appeal by the applicant was dismissed due to the 
scale and harm to the green belt. 
Members considered the following: 
As the proposed scheme creates a new building to replace an existing building outside the defined village and in the 
green belt, then three tests under the NPPF and Tandridge planning policy are: 1) is it the same use as the existing? 2) 
is it in the same general location? 3) is it materially larger than the existing building? 
On point 1, the consent granted under 2015/1709 accepts the principle of a new dwelling unit being created within the 
converted barn in this location. 
On point 2, this proposal seeks to locate the proposed dwelling on the footprint of the existing building with small 
footprint increase for a chimney and a projecting gable bay. 
On point 3, the proposal seeks a small increase in footprint and proposes to raise the roof and add 8 dormer windows. 

1982/0719 Comment: Although this represents a further increase in built volume from the consent granted under 2015/1709, 
Tatsfield Parish Council does not object to the application in terms of the proposed overall built volume and form.  We do 
however comment as follows: 

- The applicant has shown no space for refuse/recycling, secure cycle or garden storage space on the drawings and 
we do not support the erection of further outbuildings in addition to the proposed built volume already shown in the 
application. 

- The applicant has not demonstrated how they will meet policy requirements under CSP14 for 10% CO2 saving via 
renewable energy.   

- The applicant should demonstrate that car turning is possible as the block plan (pLN09) shows planting that may 
prevent this.   

- As a new build home, resulting in the demolition of an old flint barn, we propose that the proposed materials should 
match the existing – flint walls and red tiled roof. 

- Further permitted development rights should be withdrawn by planning condition if this scheme is consented (this is 
consistent with our comments on application 2015/1709). 
 

       TA/2019/1049 Lothlorien, 7 Grove Road, Tatsfield TN16 2BA 
       Single storey rear extension, enlargement of roof space to create additional habitable roof space to include 3x front  
       dormers and 3x rear dormers, porch to front and replacement of detached garage to side. 
 
       There is no planning history for this property. 
       The house is located within the defined village within the green belt. 
       The applicant is seeking to increase the size of the existing first floor accommodation within the roof space, extend to the  
       Rear at the ground floor level and add a porch.  This increases the house from 4 bedrooms to 6 bedrooms.  They are  
       also seeking to rebuild the existing double garage with a slightly different design, but fundamentally the same footprint.   
       The layouts seem well considered and matters of overlooking / overshadowing and enclosure to neighbouring properties  
       seem to have been considered and not materially changed though the proposals.   
1983/0719 Comment: No comment. 
 
      TA/2019/894 The Grasshopper Inn, Westerham Road, Westerham TN16 2EU 
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      Variation of condition 2 of planning permission ref: 2017/1946 dated 18/12/2017 for alterations to the elevations including  
      changes to the number of dormers, resizing of building and window reconfiguration (part demolition of northern wing and  
      erection of replacement wind containing restaurant on ground floor and guest rooms on the first and second floor).  
     This is a variation of the existing permission for The Grasshopper to vary one of the planning conditions.  This alteration  
     relates to the resizing of one part of the building and the reduction in the number of dormer windows by one and is minor  
     in nature. 
1984/0719 Comment: No comment 
 
1985/0719 The Clerk was requested to inform Tandridge Planning of the Parish Council’s decisions. 
 
 
     c)  Planning files held in AMB 
          Ian Mitchell had provided information regarding the planning files stored in the AMB.  It appears that applications  
          received since 2004 could be removed to save space as these files are held on the TDC website. 
1986/0719 It was resolved that Kim Jennings, Alex Davies, the Clerk and Ian Mitchell would meet during the summer to sort 
through files and destroy those no longer needed. 
 
    d) Sevenoaks District Council – Consultation on ‘Building for the High Weald’ – A Design Guide for new housing  
        development in the AONB.  
        Jason Syrett had reviewed this document.  It is a consultation on a design guide which is being consulted on until  
        August. 
 
        The High Weald comes up as far as Lingfield.  As it does not border the parish, the Parish Council does not need to  
        respond but thank SDC for the opportunity. 
1987/0719 It was resolved to respond as above. 
 

 

8.  Finance: 

(a) Finance Team for July: Alex Davies and Ashley Clifton 

1988/0719 It was resolved that the Finance Team for July would be Alex Davies and Ashley Clifton 

(b) Authorise payments (including authorisation of Internet banking) detailed in Appendix B 

1989/0719 Items on Appendix B were duly approved.  Payments and supporting invoices were checked and signed by 
members of the Finance Team for July. 

(c) Discuss and agree items requiring expenditure: 

- Calibration of Legionella Testing equipment: £52.50 + vat + postage 
- Stair edging for VH - £260.00 + vat 
- Inspection of Christmas Lights for damage: Stuart Farmer – hoist and labour = £525 + vat and London Electric 

Lighting – electrician costs = £200-300 (no vat) 
- Separate supply for the external Christmas Lights - £1095.75 (no vat) 
- Water Butt and stand plus replacement stand for AMB - £44.29 

1990/0719 It was resolved to approve the above expenditure.   

(d) Summer picnic on Westmore Green request for payment for Morris Dancers 

This has been covered by a generous voluntary donation.  Therefore, no further action needed. 

(e) CIL report for 01/04/18 – 31/03/19 

The Clerk had circulated the CIL report for the previous financial year.  It was confirmed that CIL monies had been 
spent on the new Scout Hut path and there was currently £0 retained. 
 

 

9.     Notified Items  

(a) Closure of the PC, Village, Neighbourhood Plan and History Group websites 
Alex Davies reported that she had put a notice out on Tatsfield Talk.  She had had one response.  The same 
notice will go out in the next edition of the Parish Magazine.  Once a website guru has been found, a working 
group will be set up.  

(b) Biggin Hill Airport – London Airspace Change Design Principles 
David Pinchin noted that this was simply a matter of reinforcing comments made in the previous questionnaire.  
He confirmed that he had sent back the PC’s comments last week, ahead of the deadline. 

(c) PC Dropbox 
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Several members had noted that when they had been sent the Neighbourhood Plan files, Dropbox storage 
capacity had been exceeded.  It was queried whether members needed to upgrade to Business Dropbox. 
However, the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group has now deleted some material from Dropbox which has 
freed up space.  The Clerk also suggested that she could look at which files/documents, if any, could be 
removed from the PC Dropbox. 

(d) SCC Grit bins 
The Clerk and Martin Allen carried out a survey of the SCC owned grit bins. A copy of the survey had been 
circulated to members outlining the bin ID, condition of the bin and how much grit was still in each bin.  The 
Clerk had also emailed this to the relevant team at SCC, along with photographs of the outside and inside of 
each bin.  SCC had responded to thank them for providing this information, and that any damaged bins would 
be repaired / replaced during the autumn maintenance.  SCC also confirmed that bin 11793 on Lusted Hall 
Lane, near Gresham Close would be relocated to a safer place near to its current site. 

(e) Parish Assembly meeting – notes 
The Clerk had circulated the notes she took at the Parish Assembly meeting.  The Chairman noted that she had 
read with interest the comments about charging parish councils for copies of planning applications.  It may be 
that TPC pay for plans on an ad-hoc basis. 

(f) TDC Open Spaces, Park and Green Infrastructure Strategy 
Jason Syrett confirmed that he had now completed the online survey and proposed some dates for a meeting in 
Tatsfield to discuss the open spaces in the parish. 

(g) Rethinking Transport – Input from Local Councils Survey 
The Chairman confirmed that Martin Allen had completed this survey on behalf of the Parish Council. 

(h) Parishioner request to hold a weekly market on Westmore Green 
Members discussed this request. 
It was noted that it would be a huge undertaking and difficult to arrange and manage. 
Members noted that Westmore Green would not be a suitable location.  There were concerns about what a 
weekly market would do to the condition of the grass.  It was felt that Tatsfield did not have the passing trade to 
ensure adequate footfall on a weekly basis and there was not sufficient parking in the village centre. 
There is already a fish van which comes to the village each week.  Maybe additional mobile sellers would be an 
option. 
Further, it could be suggested that those interested in promoting craft stalls may wish to contact the organisers 
of the Scout Fete, School Fete etc to investigate the possibility of hosting a stall/ stalls there. 
It was also noted that Tatsfield Aquatics has been planning for the provision of a quarterly / monthly farmer’s 
market in approximately 18 months’ time.  It would likely be possible that craft stalls could be included in this.  

(i) Dangerous bike riding in village centre 
Ian Hayman has spoken to PCSO Rupert Kelley who has promised a few additional patrols in the village.  
Rupert Kelley would like all parish councillors to notify him by text or call of any further incidents.  However, he 
will be unable to take any action unless he has a name and video evidence of an incident. 
Members concluded that, apart from following the above advice, there was nothing else they could do at 
present.  

(j) Parishioner complaint – hedge, stiles on Park Wood Golf Club 
A parishioner had noted a couple of stiles are becoming impassable.  The first is one leading from the horse 
field on to Church Lane. It has holly around it and will start to scratch people soon.  She also referred to another 
two.  Both on the land at the Golf Course and both leading on to Church Lane.  One of them does not have a 
direction sign on the stile so people will not know which route to take once they are on the golf course. 

1991/0719 The Clerk was requested to contact the Golf Club to ask if the vegetation could be trimmed back from around the 
stiles.  The Clerk was also requested to contact SCC regarding the missing direction sign.  

(k) Verge cutting Ricketts Hill Road (Tatsfield Green) 
Following messages about verge cutting in Tatsfield, a question has been posed regarding the cutting of the 
verge along Ricketts Hill Road (Tatsfield Green).  Can there be a better balance between safety (visibility) and 
the promotion of verges as linear meadows. 
Additionally, complaints have been received regarding the unkempt state of the green and the fly tipping that 
has taken place in the long grass. 
The chairman noted that the PC was asked not to cut the verges until after Judging Day for the SSEIB 
competition.  The recent rain had destroyed the cow parsley and now waste is being fly tipped here.  
The contractor employed by the PC is now going to cut 3/4m sight lines mid-week. 
Alex Davies had collated the information pertinent to Tatsfield from the SCC schedule.  Tatsfield has 268 cuts 
(2018 figures) which are further broken down into different types of cut: flail, close cut, special cut etc and 
categorised as either urban or rural. 
A question to ask: does the PC wish to pay for additional cuts?  Does the PC wish to have a strategy regarding 
verge cutting? 
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Jon Allbutt has communicated to the PC that TDC has offered to provide 1000 square metres of wild flower 
meadow.  The Chairman countered that she believed TDC was referring to wild flower planting along the 
verges. 
Jason Syrett noted that it might be useful for a strategy for verge cutting to be included in the NP’s natural 
environment section.  This would be done in collaboration with the PC. 

1992/0719 It was resolved to include this on the September agenda for further discussion.   
(l) Verge cutting – postpone cutting of Approach Road and expediate cut of Ship Hill verges 

Jon Allbutt had requested that SCC postpone the cut along Approach Road until after the SSEIB Judge’s visit 
on 12th July.  Jon Allbutt also requested that the Ship Hill verge (urban = 4x cuts a year) is cut soon.  The PC 
had been asked to agree this via email and had done so.  This item is for ratification. 

1993/0719 Members ratified their previous agreement for this request. 
(m) Parishioner request for guests to use Village Hall car park on 6th July (for party in The Ship) 

A request was received from a parishioner celebrating their 70th birthday in The Ship on Saturday 6th July and 
asked for permission for their guests to park in the Village Hall car park. 
The Clerk had confirmed that there were no events scheduled to held in the VH that evening.   
Members had agreed this item by email.  This item is for ratification. 

1994/0719 Members ratified their agreement for this request. 
(n) Legionella Audit 

The Legionella audit had been carried out on 27th June.  All items highlighted red/amber at the first inspection 
last year had now been rectified.  The VH and AMB was both classed as medium risk.  There were some things 
to watch for in the VH audit – in particular the soon to be installed kitchen.  New schematics may be needed. 
The Clerk confirmed that existing monitors were qualified to train new monitors. 

(o) Remembrance Service 
A request from Dave Bishop: 
The 3rd Tatsfield Remembrance Service will be held around the Memorial Stone on Saturday 9th November from 
10.30 to 11.15 am.  Music to be provided by the Locke Brass Consort.  People and representatives of local 
groups will be invited to lay wreaths on the day.  Tatsfield First Scouts and the ATC representatives will march 
and assemble. Permission and support from the PC please. 

1995/0719 Members resolved to support the Remembrance Service.  The Clerk confirmed that funds had been set aside in 
the budget. 

(p) Christmas Carol Singalong 
A request from Dave Bishop: 
The 15th Christmas Carol Singalong will take place outside the Old Ship on Friday 13th December, starting at 
7pm.  Song books will be provided as usual and Father Christmas will be there with a present for all the children.  
There will be a Christmas blessing from Revd Vince Short and Kim Jennings has been asked to deliver a 
Christmas message on behalf of the Parish Council. 

1996/0719 Members resolved to support the Christmas Carol Singalong.  Kim Jennings confirmed that she would deliver a 
Christmas message.  The Clerk confirmed that funds had been set aside in the budget. 

 
 

10.    Reports from County Councillor, District Councillor, Village Organisations and External Organisations 

a) County Councillor 
There was no report. 

b) District Councillor 
Cllr. Allen had sent in the following updates: 

- Fly tipping (Kemsley Road).  TDC has written to the informant who reported and cleared the waste at tis 
location.  There was insufficient evidence of an offence by the householder to justify action other than written 
advice.  Steven Dellaway was asked to provide a sample waste carrier licence and forward advice bullet 
points for inclusion in the Parish Magazine. 

- Clacket Lane barriers.  A TDC officer has noted that the history of the site has been extensively reviewed and 
it has become clear that the condition has never been complied with.  It appeared that action was considered 
but never undertaken. In 2008, the officer at the time referenced that the breach of condition had been 
occurring in excess of ten years.  If a breach of condition occurs in excess of 10 years, then it becomes 
immune from enforcement action 
As landowners, Highways England is working alongside Roadchef to ensure that the barriers are secured.   
TDC is now putting the file forward for closure. 

c) Tatsfield in Bloom 
Stephen Mittins provided the following update: 
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SSEIB judging day will be 12th July. The village is looking great and many thanks are given to TIB and all the 
volunteers but particularly Jon, Bob, Angela and Jill.  The Tatol bed celebrating a decade of Tatsfield as a 
Fairtrade village – it looks fantastic. 
Bob David had provided a report for the judges which detailed volunteer hours of more than 2000. 
Alex Davies asked TIB for a little more notice next year regarding tidying the area around the AMB. 

d) Tatsfield Fairtrade 
No report. 

e) Horticultural Society 
There was no report but Bob David was thanked for arranging the 18th Tatsfield Garden Tours. 

f) Village Hall Management Committee 
David Pinchin attended the VHMC meeting and gave the following updates: 

- Confirmed that the Bassetts fence has now been repaired. 
- Suggestion that the grit bin is moved to discourage people from climbing over the fence. 
- Parking issues – allowing overnight parking sets the wrong precedent. 
- Pick up truck which has been parked in the car park for several days and 3x bags of grass cuttings.  Action? 
- Work to front and side porches will be done 26th /29th July.  Stage steps to be done at the same time – subject 

to PC approval to fund works.  
- Kitchen refurbishment going ahead as planned.  Completion scheduled for end of August, with final clean on 

30th and private booking on 31st August. 
g) Airport 

David Pinchin gave the following report: 
He will be attending his first meeting of the Biggin Hill Airport Consultative Committee on 18th July. 
David attended, along with Ian Mitchell, a public session on London’s Changing Airspace on 13th June.  There 
were informative discussions with several senior managers from the airport when it was re-emphasised that 
Tatsfield had a continuing need for future airspace protection. 
David and Ian Mitchell will be attending the Festival of Flight on behalf of the PC on 17th August. 

h) Speedwatch 
Stephen Mittins will be attending training on 25th July.  He then aims to increase visibility in the village. 

i) Citizens Advice Bureau 
The AGM scheduled to be held on 8th July was postponed due to the untimely passing of the Manager.  The 
meeting has been rescheduled for 29th July.  Stephen Mittins has confirmed he will be attending. 

j) Neighbourhood Plan 
There was no report but the Chairman noted that the next meeting would be held on 16th July. 

k) Tatsfield Responders 
No report.  The Chairman noted that there had been no report for several months and moved to remove this 
item from future agendas unless further information was received. 

11.    Parish Council Land/Property  

 
a) Village Hall 

All items had been covered in the VHMC report (item 10f). 
- Car park lighting 

Niall Kells has been looking into how to fix / prolong the life of the bollard lighting in the car park outside 
the AMB.  They will be expensive units to replace.  Niall has replaced some of the bulbs with LEDs and on 
one post he has removed the louvre cover.  Would the PC like all the covers to be removed? 

1997/0719 It was resolved to have all the bulbs changed to LEDs.  However, the louvre cover needed to be replaced as 
without the cover, it disables the CCTV 

b) Tatsfield Green 
- Boundary Dispute (Under Part 2) 

This item would be discussed under Part 2. 
- Signs 

A number of complaints have been received regarding the volume of signs, in particular, on Tatsfield Green. 
The Clerk confirmed that many village organisations have been granted a season ticket which allows them to 
advertise their events.  The Clerk confirmed that when she responds to requests for advertising, she 
highlights that signs can only be placed for two weeks prior to the event and should be removed on the 
Monday after the event.  It was suggested that the season ticket also includes notice that only one sign can 
be placed in any one location. 

1998/0719 It was resolved to discuss further at the September meeting. 
- Royal Oak 

The Chairman confirmed that a new fence had been erected around the Royal Oak.  The Chairman thanked 
Jon Allbutt and Bob David for doing this, saying it was a great improvement. 
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Jon Allbutt has requested a plaque and time capsule placed at the foot of the plaque. 
1999/0719 It was resolved to put this forward for consideration in the budget setting meetings in the autumn. 

- Fallen Tree in Millennium Wood 
The Clerk had contacted Acacia Tree Surgeons who cut a 1.2m gap through he fallen part and felled the 
remainder of the tree.  Waste was left in an eco-pile in the woods.  This work was carried out on 29th June. 

c) Westmore Green 
- Dogs in pond 

A complaint had been received via Martin Allen of dogs being encouraged to jump into and play in the pond. 
Members felt that these incidents have lessened in number and Sheree had being doing an excellent job of 
monitoring this. 

2000/0719 It was resolved that the Chairman would include a polite request in the Parish Magazine to not allow dogs in the 
pond.  

- Christmas Lights 
Last Christmas, there were multiple issues with the lights – frequently not coming on or cutting out shortly after 
switch on.  The electrician found water in one of the sockets in the trees and remedied this.  Also, water was 
found in the external socket on the corner of the VH.  This was also replaced for a better sealed unit.  
Problems arose because of access issues to the VH.  Once the electrician resolved a problem, another 
appeared.  It has been suggested that the PC fund an inspection by the electrician and the contractor who 
helped install the lights.  It was also suggested that a separate supply for the Christmas lights to an external 
cabinet. 

2001/0719 It was resolved to approve the above works and expenditure which had been detailed in 8c.  
 

12.     Meetings to attend/ correspondence  

                  - Request for PC’s position on Moorhouse / DPD depot from SORE – the PC had been contacted re its position on  
                    the DPD depot application.  The PC confirmed that its position was unchanged from its comments made to TDC  
                    planning. 

13.    Matters for reporting or Inclusion in a Future Agenda 

- Tatsfield Emergency Plan 
 

Final public participation: 
           None  

 
The meeting closed at 9.54pm 
 

 

 
  

 


